Abstract
Introduction
Sustainable agricultural development cannot be successfully achieved without having correct and current information and technologies to meet up with globalization and its concomitant rapid changes in technology. This is because information is pivotal for the development of any society and success for human endeavour (Iheanacho et al., 2015 , Sokoya et al, 2014 . Access to information is one of the human rights and the use is dependent on the capacity of the users to access and later use it. This capacity is dependent on certain cultural, socio-economic personal, political and geographical variables (Anita, 2005; Yahaya, 2009 , Sokoya et al, 2014 .
Information and Communication Technology can be broadly defined as technologies that facilitate communication, through processing and transition of information by electronic means (Sulaiman, Michael, Yetunde and Rabiu, 2015) .The search for an effective strategy for development calls for adequate use and application of ICTs which gives a faster, accurate and timely information. Thus, Adepetun, (2012) saw ICT as a critical tool and essential spice for sustainable development which has the potential to reduce poverty and improve livelihoods by empowering users with timely knowledge, reducing transaction costs and providing appropriate skills for increasing productivity. Agwu and Chah (2007) earlier affirmed that ICT has become the most effective method of training, informing and disseminating proven technologies However, Okeke et al., (2015) confirmed that various forms of ICT devices abound in Nigeria today and are used in various sectors because of the need to cope with information explosion. Similarly, Mukesh, Deepati and Kanini (2010) The productive level of these researchers, especially women, depends largely on the kind and timely information available to them. However, multiple channels of getting vital information have become integral parts of agricultural development globally (Adeyanju and Mbibi, 2005) and numerous and significant factors have been identified as influencing ICT use such as education, training, time, age and other social and economic factors (Thas et al, 2007) .
The increasing pace of life occasioned by such factors as growing competition in all spheres, including agricultural activities and political space, is creating increased time pressure on mankind. This pressure has been expressed by doing things faster, contracting time expenditure and compressing actions. For instance, making a phone call while eating (Garhammer, 2002) . This situation is even worse with women (especially mothers) many of whom have to cope with compliance with workplace schedule combined with household needs (Odumeru, 2013) . Thus, Morgenstern, (2004) observed that managing work and home responsibilities under the same roof takes a special type of time.
In spite of this, evidence shows that researchers with similar background share the same access and use of ICT (Alison et al; , while the difference in them may be on time expenditure and avenue of accessing ICT. The purpose of this studytherefore was to determine the factors that influence ICT use by women research scientists in the Universities of Agriculture, Nigeria. In pursuance of the above goal, the following specific objectives were addressed:
1. describe the socio-economic characteristics of the women research scientists in the study area; 2. ascertain the time (number of hours) spent in ICT access by the respondents; 3. identify avenues or channels preferred by the respondents; to access ICT; 4. examine the factors influencing the level of ICT uptake by the respondents; 5. identify challenges encountered by the respondents in accessing ICT.
Methodology:
The study was conducted in the three Universities of Agriculture in Nigeria having a total number of 300 women research scientists. These three Universities of Agriculture in Nigeria are Michael Okpara University of Agriculture, Umudike (80) To ascertain challenges in accessing ICT among researchers (objective 5), a 4 -point Likert-type scale of: strongly agree (4), agree (3) disagree (2) and strongly disagree (1) was used. Responses were classified and mean calculated as: (4+3+2+1)/4 = 2.5 which was used as a bench mark for decision rule. Decision rule for serious and not too serious challenges. 
Socio-economic Characteristics of Respondents
The mean age of the respondents was 40 years. This shows that younger women were mostly being employed into the system which is an indication of a system that is functional. Majority (77%) of the respondents were married with household size between 4-6 persons. Marriage is valued and culturally acceptable in the study area.
A good proportion of the researchers had educational degrees of M.Sc (46%) and Ph.D (31%). This representation shows a tendency to educational growth by the scientists and high perception over the ICT use which will raise their social status in their research work. This result is in agreement with Yusuf (2009) that it will increase networking and reduce isolation of researchers.
Preferred Channels to ICT Access
Training received (0.315) was positive and significantly related to ICT use at 1% level of probability. It implies that training facilitated understanding and use of more sophisticated IT applications, as well as gives insight to future IT-facilitated changes and development.
On the other hand, age and household size were significant and negatively related to ICT use, each at 1% level of probability. This means that any increase in each of the variables, causes a decrease in ICT use. Advancement in age may lead to lack of interest caused by long hours of working with the computer. Moreover, monotonous work routines associated with ICT may be injurious to women's health, family responsibilities, as well as many mouths to feed, thus, creating more problems which may need additional sources of income. In contrast, however; no significant relationship existed between income and ICT use among the women respondents. In order words, the increasing pace of life, occasioned by such factors as agricultural activities, social and political space which are growing competition in all spheres is creating increased time pressure on mankind (Odumeru, 2013) . In addition, poor network which manifests in connectivity and reception problems among telephone 
Conclusion and Recommendations
The findings revealed that women research scientists spent 1 to 4 hours per day to access ICT. Level of education, primary assignment, Years of working experience and training on ICT were some socio-economic factors that influenced the use of ICT by the scientists in the Universities of Agriculture. Also challenges such as time constraints due to academic work, incessant power failure, poor network failure, too many family responsibilities and high cost of software retarded of ICT use.
Therefore, the study recommends that researchers should restructure their work schedule to accommodate ICT practice and use while government should look into solving the problem of power supply and reducing the high tariffs place in the cost of software in other to make it affordable.
